CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
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The Saracens, as each in turn
Came to them with his gold and made
His payment, cut off each one's head.18                           IIjC.0
They thought this was a noble deed,
But shame be on such swinish creed!
Already seven had been cut down
And in a ditch their bodies thrown.
When from the Toron's walls their fate
Was seen. Those who were there relate
That there was a most piteous sight
Before the tower, on Toron's height 5
For, certain they were doomed to die
At once, ye heard men wail and cry                                  11,060
In dreadful terror and dismay,
And kneel upon the ground, and pray,
Confess their fault, cry out their sin.
And those outside fought to get in
Among the thickest crowd, to try
And be among the last to die j
For all things, when death comes apace,
Ask for a little time and space.
They waited for their martyrdom,
And well may it be said, in sum,                                       11,070
That many tears that day were wept
Which God with pleasure did accept j
Because they welled forth from distress
Of death and their hearts' deep recess,
Which now to Him they dedicated.
RICHARD   HESITATES  TO   LAND  AT   JAFFA
While they thuswise their death awaited
And had no expectation save
To go in this way to their grave,
The Turks observed the port, and they
16 Beha ed Din (p. 368) says that forty-nine men left the citadel, but no more would
come out. He does not mention any slaug-hter and gives the impression that they were
spared.